
 

 

Townsend Flowage Protection District (TFPD)  

Board of Commissioner’s Quarterly Meeting, September 21, 2019 

 
Members present: John Zimdars, Chuck DeMoulin, Steve Bruskiewicz, Mike Gabryszek, Carla Van Camp 

 

The Quarterly Meeting of the Townsend Flowage Protection District was called to order by Board President, 

John Zimdars on September 21, 2019 at 9:00 a.m. at the Townsend Town Hall. It was confirmed that the 

meeting agenda was posted at the Townsend Town Hall, Townsend Post Office, Karla’s Kafe and the TFPD 

website. 

Minutes from June 1, 2019 annual meeting were distributed to property owners’ email, posted on the TFPD 

website, and were made available at the meeting. Motion to approve meeting minutes was made by Steve 

Bruskiewicz and seconded by Chuck DeMoulin. All were in favor. Motion passed. 

Treasurer’s report was given by Mike Gabryszek. Motion to accept the report was made by Steve Bruskiewicz 

and seconded by Chuck DeMoulin. All were in favor. Motion passed. 

2020 Invasive Species Treatment Plan: Cason & Associates has completed the point intercept survey and have 

taken depth measurements. Analyst report is expected during fall/winter and is needed for us to apply for 

herbicide grant (application deadline February 1), with treatment targeted for Spring of 2020. Aquatic species 

survey will be conducted in October. 

Discussion followed regarding the need for volunteers to help at boat landings for the Clean Boats Clean Water 

initiative. Money spent for CBCW activities could be reimbursed and we could gain points for grants. 

Betty Zimdars gave an update on the Oconto Co Healthy Waters Cost Share Program and Grant (WDNR), which 

is available for groups of property owners as well as individual property owners. For more information, contact 

Betty or John Zimdars. Projects could include: fish sticks to increase fish habitats, native plant plantings, 

rerouting roof water runoff to pit or rain gardens, rocks and filtration. Need 10 landowners to form a group, 

with the possibility of receiving reimbursement of up to $1000 per diversionary practice which includes in kind 

(property owner labor). Bill Lester and Ken Dolata of Oconto County can be very helpful in determining 

projects. Contact soon regarding projects, before snowfall.   

At the recent OCLWA meeting attended by John Zimdars, Chip Long, WDNR Fishery Biologist presented WDNR 

plans and program. A report of fish stocking activities dating back to 1972 is posted on the TFPD website.  

On October 2, Oconto Co. board members to visit the area to review lake conservation spending for the Upper 

Reservoir, Townsend Flowage and Chute Pond. 

Weed harvester update:  Mechanics needed to help with weed harvester maintenance. The timeline for 
herbicide treatment is spring of 2020, with a DNR approved plan and implemented by a DNR approved 
company at a cost of approximately $100,000. 

 
10 ft cutter on north end, upper: Machine is 60 years old. Mike Malueg, Mark Clements, Bob Kocken, Mike 

Gabryszek, Pat Krummel and Rich Schoonveld had 11 loads on the books for the summer. Volunteer mechanics 



had everything going and cutter was in since Labor Day weekend. Pumps have been replaced, rusted and 

broken chain replaced, hose blew requiring a trip on the weekend to Antigo for parts and got it going again. 

Machine chain on front conveyor is now broken. There are about 30 hours of weed harvesting being done 

compared with 50+ hours of repair, not counting time for volunteers to run for parts, etc.  Thanks and 

accolades to all the volunteers working on these machines. There are many, many hours of work being done 

behind the scenes, with volunteers donating time during the week and nearly every weekend just to keep it 

going. Volunteers work out in sun and bad weather. Volunteer drivers are not playing favorites and cutting 

beyond the DNR-specific lanes. Weed harvesters are allowed to collect weeds that have clogged boat traffic 

and have opened lanes for owners to get their boats free from their docks. With winds carrying weeds that 

have been worked up by weekend boating into dock areas, harvesters are doing more pick up and collecting 

this summer than cutting. Budget plans for 2023 to replace this cutter. 

8 ft. cutter on south end, lower: 43 loads and 100+ hours of cutting and collecting logged. Hours worked by 

Red, Dan Coopman and John Zimdars. 74 hours of labor to keep the machine running. 

Lake Water Quality Testing: Dan Coopman and John Zimdars leading this effort. Thank you to both. Includes 

taking measurements of water clarity and in general they could see down about 15 feet. They are also 

measuring oxygen levels and temperature. Health of lake is getting better and is healthier now than in the past 

30+ years due to all the activities of TFPD and property owners. 

We have received a letter from Town of Townsend requesting our input for 2020 town budget. Need to turn in 

by September 24. Will be asking Town for support for TFPD grants. Community organizations and businesses 

are asked to write letters in support of TFPD projects (i.e. local bass tournament, snowmobile club, etc). TFPD 

can help with letter writing. Advertising and public notification materials are being developed by the Division 

of Tourism and can be published in local papers. They will write article or series of articles and we can publish.  

Wisconsin Lakes Partnership Convention will take place April 1-3, 2020. Board members are encouraged to 

attend. Steve Bruskiewicz made a motion to pay registration cost for any property owner who volunteers as 

committee chair, to attend the conference. Seconded by Chuck DeMoulin. All were in favor. Motion carried. 

Public comment: 

$125.50 was collected this year from kiosk donations at three boat landings. 

Red Arrow snowmobile club will be willing to write a letter in support of TFPD projects. 

As of October 1, Oconto County will have its own resident game warden. Contact information will be posted on 

website. Jamin Leuzzo, 608-977-2250. Be advised, this is his personal cell. Great news for the community.  

Annual TFPD Christmas party will be held at Old Town Hall, Saturday, December 7, 5:30 cocktails, 6:30 dinner. 

Information will be mailed to property owners soon. 

Motion was made by Mike Gabryszek to adjourn the meeting. Steve Bruskiewicz seconded the motion. The 

meeting was adjourned at 10:20 a.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Mary Van Vonderen, Non-board member Recording Secretary 


