
 

Townsend Flowage Protection District (TFPD)  

Board of Commissioners Meeting, December 5, 2020 

 
Members present: John Zimdars, Mark Clements, Steve Bruskiewicz, Carla Van Camp, By phone: Mike Gabryszek 

The Annual Meeting of the Townsend Flowage Protection District was called to order by Board President, John 
Zimdars on December 5, 2020 at 9:00 a.m. at the Townsend Town Hall. It was confirmed that the meeting agenda 
was posted at the Townsend Town Hall, Townsend Post Office, Karla’s Kafe and the TFPD website. 

 

Approval of September Meeting Minutes – Steve Bruskiewicz made a motion to approve the minutes of the 
September annual meeting. Mark Clements seconded the motion. All were in favor. Motion carried. 

 

Approval of Quarterly Treasurer’s Report as presented by Treasurer, Mike Gabryszek. Steve Bruskiewicz made a 
motion to accept the treasurer’s report. Mark Clements seconded the motion. All were in favor. Motion carried. 

 

Update on Whole-lake herbicide treatment: John Zimdars gave an update on the treatment project and from 
feedback by property owners, it seems to have been successful. Board members have heard only positive 
feedback. Just by observation, the lake looks a lot better. In spring 2021, we will do a point intercept survey (AIS) 
survey), likely sometime in May after weeds start to come up so we can see the results of the treatment, including 
the river. Also at that time, we will determine whether we have residual positive effects on the McCaslin Brook.  

 

Mike Vande Walle commented he would like the DNR to take a look at pond area near his property regarding the 
weeds. Mike will send pictures to John.  

 

Whole lake survey: For spot treatment, we have put $5,000 in the 2021 budget. If it is necessary to treat the 
McCaslin Brook, the amount will be $13,000 for the treatment only. Necessity to treat McCaslin Brook will be 
determined by the survey results and recommendations from Brenda Nordin of the DNR. 

 

Update on Oconto County Healthy Waters Grant and WDNR Surface Water Grants - TFPD EWM Treatment 
application: 

Healthy Lakes Project Grant: Betty Zimdars gave an update on both. We have applied for the maximum $7,000 
from Oconto County for Eurasian milfoil treatment.  
 
We have applied for a treatment grant from the Department of Natural Resources – Surface Water Grants 
program. The total project amount is $26,750 and of that amount we can only apply for a $20,000 Surface Water 
grant from the DNR. To help with the grant, it would be necessary for the TFPD to take an aggressive approach to 
earn points for Clean Boats Clean Water (CBCW). This topic will be put on spring 2021 agenda.  September 1 is the 
deadline for filing initial application, with a final date to submit by November 1 for next year’s grant. Some 
activities to enhance our CBCW activities would be to hand out flyers at the grocery stores and put on cars at boat 
landings. The weed harvester operators could also keep flyers with them when they are in contact with boaters at 
the landings. The TFPD is looking for a volunteer to take the lead in this initiative and would like to begin 
working on initiatives between now and spring meeting.  
 



Healthy lakes project: Within the district, we had one person apply for a project grant. Of note to property owners 
considering applying for a project grant – Brady, the Oconto County Engineer can help draw up the project plans.  
 
Weed harvester update – John Zimdars 
Rebuilt the 8 ft. Spooner (small) cutter, changed to stainless steel in the front. Moved all the gears. This required 
quite a group of volunteers. During the cutting season of 2020, we did not have a breakdowns on either the 8 ft. or 
the 10 ft. cutters.  
 
Loads of weeds collected during the season: 
Upper 18 loads 
Lower 27, 8 of them on the river 
 
With 2019 being an abnormal year with a high number of breakdowns, we did not have good data for comparison. 
 
Reservoir Pond collected over 100 loads of weeds during the 2020 cutting season.   
 
Carla announced that the Knowles Nelson Stewardship Program, a program of the Wisconsin DNR, has grant funds 
available for such items as weed harvesters. A $250,000 grant towards the purchase of weed harvesters is 
possible, in addition to Clean Boat projects.   
 
Wisconsin Lakes Partnership Convention is slated for March 8-12, 2021, but it is not yet determined if it will again 
be virtual as it was in 2020. Dan Coopman and John Zimdars will sign up to attend testing sessions again.   
 
2021 MEETING SCHEDULE Discussion  
March 13th, 2021  
June 12th, 2021  
August 28th, 2021 – Annual Meeting  
December 4th, 2021  
 

Public comment: Steve Bruskiewicz will be resigning from the board as they have sold their cottage and will be 
moving out of the district. The TFPD is taking nominations to replace him as Board Vice President. Nominees must 
be a resident of the district.  Nominations will be considered up to and including the date of the spring meeting, 
March 13, 2021. 

 

Surprise Lake initiative will be discussed at the Town Board Meeting, Tuesday, December 8, 6 p.m. at the town hall. 
Discussion will be regarding the potential lowering of Surprise Lake, currently at a high water level, with no release 
for the water. This topic will be added to the TFPD March agenda for discussion 

 
Motion was made by Steve Bruskiewicz to adjourn the meeting and seconded by Mark Clements.  All were in favor. 
Motion carried. Meeting was adjourned at 10 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted by 
Mary Van Vonderen 
Non-board, Recording Secretary 
 


