
 

 

Townsend Flowage Protection District (TFPD)  

Annual Meeting, August 29, 2020 

 
Members present: John Zimdars, Chuck De Moulin, Steve Bruskiewicz  By phone: Mike Gabryszek , Carla Van Camp 

The Annual Meeting of the Townsend Flowage Protection District was called to order by Board President, John Zimdars on 
August 29, 2020 at 9:00 a.m. at the Townsend Town Hall. It was confirmed that the meeting agenda was posted at the 
Townsend Town Hall, Townsend Post Office, Karla’s Kafe, the TFPD website and Facebook Group. 

Minutes from the June 1, 2019 quarterly meeting were posted on the TFPD website and Facebook group, copies were 
made available at the meeting, and were mailed to all district property owners as well as emailed to property owners. 
Motion to approve meeting minutes was made by Mike Vande Walle and seconded by Cathy Seibel. All were in favor. 
Motion passed. 

Audit Report: Letter sent by Terry De Moulin was read, confirming the results of the financial audit she performed for the 
TFPD. was read. She confirmed that all financials are in orders. Motion to accept the results of financial audit was made by 
Bob Honek, and seconded by Frank Briski. All were in favor. Motion passed. 

Treasurer’s Report: was presented by Mike Gabryszek. Quarterly Treasurer’s report is also linked on TFPD website. Motion 
to accept the report was made by Frank Briski and seconded by Bruce Beno. All were in favor. Motion passed.  

Update on 2020 EWM Treatment was given by Jim Scharl, Biologist for Wisconsin Lakes & Pond Resource in charge of 
Herbicide Treatment. Next treatment will be Monday, August 31. Targeted application will be placed where milfoil is the 
most dense. Mike Vande Walle mentioned the northern end of the flowage used to be clogged with weeds and you could 
not get in or out of the area, so the weed situation has improved. With the rain and hot weather this summer. John 
Brantmeier extended his compliments to the board and all the work that has been done to improve the health of the lake 
by controlling the weeds.  Question by Lauren Sanchez regarding referenced second and third application. John Zimdars 
clarified the dates: first application was June 7, bump application was done July 16, and third application will be Monday, 
August 31. Bruce Beno asked about the plans for application to the river. John Zimdars replied we will wait until we see 
the effects of the rundown from Reservoir Pond. Best case scenario is that we would not need to separately treat the 
river. If needed, the plan is in place for treatment next year. Frank Briski commented there has been a marked 
improvement--thank you. John added we are applying for a grant to treat the river (McCaslin), if we need it. Jim Scharl 
wrapped up the presentation by giving his contact information if anyone has additional questions. Jim@wisconsinlpr.com, 
cell 920-979-3072. 

Discussion followed regarding the 2021 Budget.  John Zimdars reviewed the herbicide funding as it relates to the 2020 
budget. The assessment in 2021 is $150 per parcel. The TFPD is applying for two grants in 2021, same as we were 
approved for in 2020. We received $7,000 from Oconto County Healthy Lakes grant in 2020 and will be applying again. 
$7,000 has been budgeted for a required aquatic survey to be completed in spring.  Also, $20,000 has been budgeted for 
invasive weed treatment (McCaslin Brook) and $20,000 has been budgeted for new building (for equipment maintenance) 
fund. Sherman Laundrie expressed concern about the need to keep our funding focused for potential new equipment 
(weed cutter), estimated to be in the amount of $200,000. Frank Briksi made a motion to approve the 2021 budget 
proposal. Motion seconded by John Brantmeier. All were in favor. Motion carried. 2021 budget is approved. 

Update by Betty Zimdars on Oconto County Healthy Water Grant made available by the County. We received $7,000 in 
2020 and that grant, by Oconto County, was applied against the herbicide treatment. We are applying for the grant again 
for uses including brook and spot herbicide treatment. Application is due by Tuesday, September 1.  They will let us know 
by end of September if we get that grant. 

about:blank


Update by Betty Zimdars on Surface Water Grant –  WDNR Healthy Lakes. All property owners can apply for a variety of 
water runoff diversionary methods, such as rain gardens, etc. Property owners would be reimbursed for up to $1,000 and 
are responsible for 25% of project cost which can be offset by their labor.  Must be applied for by September 1, 2021.  
Betty Zimdars is available to answer further questions or can be contacted at bzimdars18@gmail.com 

John Zimdars called for motion to approve authorizing resolution for the TFPD to apply for and obtain a cost-share grant 
from the WDNR for the purpose of Surface Water Grants. Motion made by Randy Van Vonderen and seconded by Mike 
Vande Walle. All were in favor. Motion passed.  

Commissioner nomination and election:  Chuck DeMoulin will be retiring from the board after more than 20 years. Thank 
you Chuck, for your dedication to the health of the Townsend Flowage. A further recognition will be given at the 
December meeting. 

Chuck De Moulin nominated Mark Clements, a resident of the upper pond. Mark has been operating weed harvesters, 
and would like to get more involved with TFPD activities. John asked the required 3 times for any additional nominations 
from the floor. Mark Clements was unanimously elected by secret ballot. Welcome Mark!  

Weed cutter update-no breakdowns this year. Herbicide treatment seems to be effective as there are many dead weeds. 
It used to take 1 hour to fill a truckload and it now takes 4-1/2 hours to get a truckload of weeds from the weed cutter.  
18 loads were obtained and 42 actual cutting hours were spent cutting on the northern end. This does not take into 
account the residual hours driving the truck to unload, loading, etc. 11 loads were taken the on lower end. Wheel bearing 
on Spooner trailer has been repaired. Bob Raasch asked if dead weeds were coming from herbicide treatment. It is 
possible some are coming from the treatment and some coming down from Reservoir. The stringy weeds are be pulled by 
their roots due to the high water. Question was raised about the floating bog that has shown up in the flowage. It was 
explained this happens about every 7 years caused by gasses built up underneath it.  It will go down again, and in fact, 
according to history, there could be as many as half a dozen that could possibly come up. The hotter the year, the greater 
possibility these can show up.  

Remaining 2020 Meeting Schedule:  December 5th, 2020. There will be no Christmas party this year. 

Public comment: No comments 

Carole Haggstrom commented that the loons arrived on April 11.  No chicks have been seen this year. The two loon eggs 
on McCaslin did not survive. It is possible the large numbers of black flies this year chased the loons off the nest.  

Carla Van Camp reported that the Surprise Lake association is looking into the possibility of placing a culvert at the back 
side of flowage, due to the high water level on Surprise Lake. DNR would need to approve. John will contact Brenda 
Nordin of the DNR for more information.  According to Mike Vande Walle, there is already a water interconnection from 
Surprise Lake into the flowage via an aquafer on his property. 

Motion was made by Frank Briski to adjourn the meeting. Motion was seconded by Cathy Seibel. All were in favor. Motion 
carried. Meeting was adjourned at 9:54 a.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Mary Van Vonderen, Non-Board Member Secretary 

Following the annual meeting, the commissioners had a meeting to elect officers of the board. Results as follows: 

John Zimdars, President 
Steve Bruskiewicz, Vice President  
Mike Gabryszek Treasurer 
Carla Van Camp, Secretary 
Mark Clements, Commissioner 
Mary Van Vonderen, Non-board Recording Secretary 


